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Guerdysd HmleueId WOBWID L. .60 DIEWLILGHH L UNeD  SHTETlILBGHSIMB L 6T 1965
SliumLuied IHHMmBU LITFTY DiehFe0HM6N DISHBMILD BHLAIGHMS GLerOL S  [HIN3IeUaTSHSHTE0
GuomesTeiTemiLIpLD.

Cziz60 (PeBLULTL B (PaTmwdHgen Lfley

UTITEBOaBS CHTTHNIL &1 OHTLIUmLW FLUL  BeLD6T, 6USI(LPBEF FloLIMIS6T, BHTHe0
UpsmsHBars oF FTsHaHsmenl UWGILGSHSH0 UBBSw pesBlurTGaer @bl Liflalenmed
JIMISCBTeTETILIBHLD. [SRIBY) FemLbsL6LIMID (pemBLILIT([HSH6N 60 G SHHAHTLOTEIGHILD
bHWTHITe CHIHNHGHSH HEWLWTE SHENOULD (WenBULTHS6T FOUBHSLILLL SIS ST Ser 6o
SUMGHHBE OCHTwIGouIlILBL. b eumsuled FLL  alCmgd QEFwBUTES6T  LOBBID
Gurgyse G TLjuTer (WeBlLTHSMmen OUTEIFT, H6vehd 26MPed SHWSHG D LOBMID
welsh o flenser b Galal  HMISHHBESG BTG [bLagHMS 6IBHBILGLD.
®eB& Gweglawrs Bxisedsr Ui CHIsHed LaIHE6T WWHBHBID DiglillenL  Wweld 2 [fleno
QUPHGHHEIT (LPeULD HHleww Hlewey BILL QD L. .6UFed e1HTuTTHSSmBEH. SBIIUTS, 2 LIF]Tenent
BB  Gevehsld  GeTLI  FAmly  elgTgememiseT  (paTOI(BSHSILLLD.  @6euTmTen
AlFTTeneSEhHG HHausd DPWD o flewwd FULb urflwenealled LISSHLIGOTS 2 66Nl

(WBUUTGHEHD SUBBIST FTHS Hleneou|d

L. .6uged  SimwlilIBGg  Bgeuamgulsd  SlemLdgleien CaHisHed UL 1ped wB@Id FULalGyrg
CswevsmeT GamLjgumer 229  peBlLThE6T CHIHer HmeanbsansHar (LPMBUUTLG &6y
Ufleler  seuaidHBE OsmeatiGauriul(p  FOUBSILULL SJF  HBUISHSEHEES UBHIL
UBSSULL (BelTeniedr.  Reumpsled 22 (WedBLUILTHHEHHE FTHBLOMEHT LFH6D Sl SHHI6NeN.

SMLSBIUBB (PeBLILITGS6T

2020 womfsF 039ud HeFH CHTLESD 2020 2Peev 14D FHaFH  euemFwmer  STeolILGHIHulled
CxpImHev (WepLLTL (B (WaTmwdHHiel Llfleadbd HNIL&Ten SleuSTallILTenjseT  BBID @&
aufld6l  cpeuld 761  (edBLILTHSET el SHFleener. Seummled 532 (pedBLLTBS6T 2 IS
UBSHUILL BHeTenCHTH  gJemaeuBens o BIHILGSHHID BLOIYHMBHET HOL CLIBBI  61(HB eTBeT.
FBHeoTeT  (LPOBLILTGSE6T LSS Tl L SHIBHH  HMLSH(BLLSIL 6T D
oTamienidbemBuied 109 SLGD. DIBSSLQUITS DIFS (PMBLILTHS6T SHlenl SHHi6iTen LoTeUL L DTS
G(HBTH6L  TeU LD STl ILBaICHTH, DIDOTaUL L HHeI([HHSH SHenL S ieen  (LpenmLLITHa 616w
oTewIenldBend  83. CLPSIBTEUSHTS LSHSHENMD LTIl L SHHeHHSHI HenLSHHleTen  (LpenBLILITHSH6N 6T
cTewTenlbend 58 SHF 2 6TNSH. DS GHOBHSD DleTaleomer (LPenBLILITHEH6T  HlenL SHhleiTen
OTeUL L 1OT&  BIaUOTedwma|ld, GLOTEIITSmeVUD STl LGS OBl DleuBleVHHEHI HenL SHHleern
weplUThHelar  elamienidens 05. GSeuBpsled UTTSHITIOTDT  UET(LPEDBF  FLDLIGUMIS ETHL 65T
OamLgye»Lw 33  (pepUUThHSEHD, DIF DHSTT  LBBID SPF 2 GHHCWTEHHTHm6N



SHaUMTEs  UBL SHuleenend OFHTLTUTET 58 (WenBLLTBHEHD, CHTHev FLULLIBL GHTLTUT6
686 (LPeOBLUTHSEHLD DILHBIGLD.

Selsasiu’Beiten alGsL M6y Heri

Aevmiens  Lwaulys  Cemen  gpeit THD 158 HegH 22 Guewr  uTSHISTIL
o 5FHOuTsHIHTHmen oL By Guig vwWBduled FEUBSSHWETNHTES SIBlalSESLILLL ).
CxpImHe0 HmamsHMHHBG o flu  HHeudmendF FTllssTaH Db L CFILISHSTe
SO QUL (HeTeNHTH SemTLPSILILILIL (B6TTeN G, 8bs aflLwib CeueMFFHHMG
AUbSMBULGSS CHTHL UMMBGPOUTEO 2°mev TS 13 b Flag GBiHS < Gyl
BmLHBISSILUCLS.  Beleutprer (WeBWmB il CaTliseT sSmyeniond GCHIHeL HT60&HH 60
Rm sLd  omdbGHalsalUbBaPHTn, FHO - OWF 2 HHOWUTHHHTHEHLD Bz zHe0
FHementbHendHHTe0  Geuaful LILGS B S L meTHMmen  GL &Il  (penpuied  HeupalLmgl,
SleleUTBIeT L LenenseT algbaliLbeausar o 6ChTdesHme DB HBHICSTEIH FHHAHTLOTEIHILD
pHWTaHIoTe  CHIHmev BLESHUSBEG DleuFWomet  @dHHmpLenL!  aupmIsGeueut (o6
UILBISSILESBSI-

G(HBTH6L Tl L MméHW 10EH6T FohHflwer Ceulumeny grmusy eiffmsene oamsb@Gald@h
QUM U 60T 60T CUIHHOBTENSWIT 60T ST BLILT ST RIS 6IT aUTflwGLT60 yBsa & d60
alelCurdlessiiul BetenCsmh  SeuBenpl  cpfsHs  CFuLaTSEbEHSmLUTD  BLSHSLILIGLD
Flwiied Geuppd  OupuaTsEhsE ufls  aPRISLILGUSTSD  OFFflaldsliul (heTengi.
@eieuTmpre QFwWBLUTHS6T BHTHeU60 BeVEhFD MUPHIGLD SHaUBTEHS HHSLILBUDTD DSBS
RHSBIMIPLIL] SIeV6vF I Lmiseily eupmis Geuemholer CaL (hd0sTealeGBmLD.

QL LSHHUl LoTHTem QLebbBI S wasluter Gamyd Gm G Hearerd OumfldsiulL  (1ped
HOUFHMS SIWIHILIQ £°me0 OTHD 13 b Fbg Oumevarpieneuuled @ ELMB  LoTeuL L
CarGymenm QU]  PILBGSHHO  FLLHHO  HUHHOBTEILHTH  SIBlaldbSLILL (HeTen).
SLenpfler @bhssF OCFweourd BCxsed FULHMS LUBlusTas MWhHHETNCHTH B& HuTeD
UTHOBGLL FLSSILGUSBESG DWINHS @ STeolllGHuled SF o HHCWTEHHTHeT LBH
MpBundléasliul (b SIWSHSHTE LTTHSLILIGSBSH.

9ICxBUTeL CaHIHeL BTeLHFHe0 GFUIWLNILGHSB G TBBEIG6T, UHal o WiFe|HeT OGTLJume
Uew gFbuamseT SPlalbalul (BeTenerl. SFFuied S Famen oambHGalb@GHh  CHTHBHHIL 6
SNNHSHH  BHSIHLMG6eT  SIblssiUlBetener.  GBUUTE  CHIHeL  sTevliLGHuieo
QuTederd PHleweowmideafled UIWMBBILD UHSSGSD USHel o wifesend G LTBBRISEHLD
QUPRIBLILIL (BTeNHTe0 L. .auged  Gumedlerd  oememidb@Hpalled ik  UBBL  HBeUe0HM6TSH
Camflwetengl. &g Gumaip  allLwmiselsd GCHIHed enentd@peumed  GleueMull L Beiten
S LeneN&H6  BEID  SBBIBhURsmer  Llaump  GCeusnguisHea Seudlwdhamd  aeduBIsHHId
u.-.euge0 @b alLwdiHHe0 Sdflwed s dsel oBmib Geul umenjsenen LOTHHTD (GHBMBLOFTL L
WWTOHaaD, SIFF o S$HCWUTHHHTH6NT FLLHHBEG DWwWeuTd BLHH OBmeten GeauewiBLd
alLeyd euelWBISHSHIS GBS

GSBILILTET FLDLIGUMBIS6IT

SI@paTer  Goul umenjseT Hgl BHTHe0 LIFgnysd i Lmisemen BLSHIDCUTH Camall 19
GHTHT  UPSTLevH6T OFHTLILI0 Heuand OCFasHHTenw BHTHeo LIJFTT BL6UIQYDHMBHH6ME0
SIUSHTENSBLILL L Qurgleurerr  alLwioTsd  STERILILIGS GBS Uysmend &L_Fperilei
SHEMELAUTHENT60 BLEHFSLILULL  QuTHs L Lmseled Fups el Oeuel  GuemtliLiL ailsvenev
aRLUMS SUHTNHS (PYhdHH. DBHCUTEL &FHTHTy CFemeuseT LewllILTETT HTUWISESJ 6T



“Camall -19 OaMBBISEE WHHUND CHTHMmev BLHHIUSH GCHTLILTET ST L 60 Hemen FL L
FHWTS  eUsvIe|6lTeN  SeIeMIOTES SWTHHSH aufHFHomal LsHHfmsuled GeuafulBeausdtsd L6
FhHILILRIGMN OFFfaldsliu L Curgid iz Bgeuamyubd BaBGaummLLIL alsdemnsv.

HUT6L UTHOBBHLML  [BLSHHIUSBEHTET HBHBHmen  OhHHIBWETEOTCUTHID 6hHCeuT(h LiygHTen
orfwed s U Hg CETatmsll LITsLarhmnd B laumy Geuaiullalsvensv. SIBHFIDWILD
HIFH qHTHHII] ey &L Fdefer SLbHHBT0 OCFuUBLTGH6T alfdldalILBS EmetCol
Sy, EHBEHHITAN  BCaumevH I L BIGMm6N (aTenalsHHeo CHTLJuTen GCuUFsHHM6N SHIFFUTeD
GoeML_BH6160 BHTET (LPIQUIRT G066V,

QUA(PMBF  FloUeumIGeT @UIILH FHUTS  GmBHBHIGTENHID FTHHIOTH  QH  HeevenUsh
&TLGaBH. BHCuTed Cximed gmyd  OFTLjurer &L alglsmen  SHOLWTS
BOLPBLULGSHS CHTHev FHlemewidbdend eIhdHHlenen (pige] OFHTLTLIe0  Geul Limeniyaserest
al(BLILD  GMBEUTES 2 _6TeNnHU|D SleuFTalds (PYHBH.  eeleumpruiaid, Seuaill wib
CamLyied CaidHed SHewewidbsend g BWTWLOBB GBBFFTL(HEHHET  (PeTemeldbsLiLiHelend
LL.".61T60 DIDILDH SHBTSH 6163TLIGIL_6IT, LI T@THLOGIIB &H STV S SLILBLD FL_LTRIS N6
BlenpGeuBpIeuSBES G560 &em 6T 61D Oamevw(heitern QurBILIenL LI.".6M 60
IBpIS0ETATEBSE.  eeleuTpTulenid, LIFsmy  SigvleuevsmigeTl  GHTLILI0  sTeurl LB
S BULTHHM6T QUenedhE& HNMTHIHIaH 2 FHTaI0H L. .61J60 BH(HSHISBSHI.

CouemtBBHTaIT

CHIHeL MEBTLSHHT IBILIMOUITS SIDFID 61TLISHT60, OHTBMI HeMevemod @, L& HUTNeVID
DTUHBIL T QUTHBNBGHTHE  HUTEL  UTHBTONTHEIL (P Gl  GUTSHSHTENTH6NL (LPLD
Gouemi(pBGsmen  alBbalLBeuBHIL T, uTHOBGBLL — Heveowmiselled HSTHTT  HEDL (LPEDHBHEN
CamLjied  BximHed SHSHNMSHBGHLD ~— FHTHTTSH SILILIEGLD FH6V el FHLomest
RS5SIMPLMUULLD  GUIPRIS L. .6UJeD DenolL] L aUgSHmS 6IBSHGSGWD. SW(IpenB  UMITEHLoIBS
BxpIzHee0 OFHflajCFuiLD LFHBSHsmen “rfsF 12 LjsLsaisHhemsd” HHHHe0 GHTeiTena].
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PAFFREL
Date - July 15, 2020

Press Release No. -20 - Parliaments

Election Monitoring - Parliamentary Election-2020

Highlights of the forthcoming Parliamentary Election

PAFFREL observes that the forthcoming Parliamentary Election to elect
members for the 9th Parliament of Sri Lanka is unique in several aspects. This
is the first Parliamentary election to be held in Sri Lanka since the institution
of the Election Commission in October 2015. Also, this is the first instance in
which Sri Lankans will experience the holding of a parliamentary election
not on the date fixed by the President, but on a subsequent date determined
by the Election Commission due to the postponement of the original date
fixed by the former. The postponement was due to the spreading of Covid 19
pandemic. In a situation where the pandemic has not yet disappeared
completely, the candidates are facing the challenge of continuing the election
campaign, adhering not only to the election rules but also the guidelines set
by the Director General of Health. This challenge is also a unique aspect of the
forthcoming parliamentary election. Implementation of certain new laws in
relation to election campaigning is another noteworthy feature of this election.
This is the first election to be held in South Asia since the outbreak of Covid-
19 pandemic. Also, this election is characterized by a special situation in
which every polling center will be placed under the supervision of a health
officer. Furthermore, the increase in election expenses from Rs.7, 000 Million
to Rs.10, 000 Million due to Covid 19 must be noted. Similarly, the election
monitors too, will have to incur an additional cost this time, to protect
themselves and others from the Covid 19 threat.

Postal voting

This time, 753,037 voters had applied for the postal vote, of which
47,430 were rejected. Accordingly, only 705,085 are eligible to vote. The
specialty of the postal voting at this election is that those in the health sector
will have a special opportunity to use the facility of postal voting.
Accordingly, postal voting was held at the Offices of the Medical Officer of
Health and that of the Public Health Inspector's on July 13. The Postal voting
of all State institutions except all Police Stations, Security Forces, Department
of Civil Defense, all District Secretariats and Elections Offices are on July 14
and 15. July 16th and 17t have been set aside for all Police Stations, Security
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Forces, Department of Civil Defense, Health sectors and all District
Secretariats for postal voting; and July 20t and 21st have been allocated for all
those who are unable to vote on the days indicated above. A few minor
incidents were reported during the voting on the 13t and 14th, but in general,
voting was observed to have been conducted peacefully. During the days
prior to the postal voting, it was observed that the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation (SLBC), by way of broadcasting the activities done by the ruling
party on behalf of government officials has attempted to influence public
servants, which we wish to emphasize is a violation of the media criteria and
directives issued by the Elections Commission. PAFFREL urges the relevant
authorities to refrain from such actions in the coming days.

Covid-19 Epidemic and the Election

PAFFREL observes that all parties will have to face serious challenges
in this election which is being conducted under the guidance of the Director
General of Health. In particular, a large number of new Covid patients were
identified last week; It can have an adverse impact on postal voting; the
Election Commission has postponed the postal voting scheduled to be held in
Rajanganaya on June 13.

Under the circumstances, PAFFREL has provided special protective
healthcare equipment and necessary advice to election monitoring staff to
safely face this situation. In addition, a handbook on health advice intended
for election monitors has been compiled and it w be distributed also among
the fellow organizations engaged in election monitoring. The safetyand health
of voters has been a strong focus in the face of the emergence of Covid
infected patients from the community. Yet, the Minister of Health has failed to
gazette the health guidelines so far. PAFFREL has pointed this out on several
occasions, but the government does not seem to be paying enough attention
to it. This could lead to a situation where the law cannot be enforced against
those who ignore the guidelines. In view of this situation, PAFFREL sent a
letter to the Minister of Health requesting that the health regulations related
to the election be published in the Gazette and that they be legally enforced.

Raising Voter Awareness

PAFFREL operates election-related monitoring as well as voter
awareness programs. One hundred (100) awareness programs on the right to
vote and the correct way to vote have been designed for disadvantaged
peoples. In addition, voter awareness campaigns have already been launched
through social media, electronic and print media and distribution of
pamphlets to educate voters. Accordingly, PAFFREL Program Division has
launched a program targeting 3,000 voters and has published a handbook on
the subject.



Long-term Election Monitoring

Three hundred (315) Long-Term Election Monitoring Officers have
been trained and employed to monitor the entire election process from the
day of the handing over of nominations to the date of election. They will
communicate regularly with the Election Complaints Management Unit about
election related events and situations.

Social Media Monitoring

A team with expertise in social media surveillance (Hashtag
generation) will monitor malicious statements and misinformation circulating
on social media, as well as campaigns that violate election laws, and the
report on these observations are made under the supervision of the panel of
lawyers of the institution. These reports will be submitted to the Election
Commission. Facebook will take steps to remove the advertisements that
violate election laws in terms of the agreements reached between Facebook,
the Election Commission and PAFFREL.

Election Complaints Management Unit

Complaints related to violations of election law, incidents of violence
and the use of public property for electioneering are referred to this unit and
it will, in turn bring those complaints to the attention of the relevant
authorities to prevent incidents that impede a free and fair election. This Unit
will also lodge complaints regarding illegal activities with the Police and the
Commission to Investigate Bribery or Corruption as well as the Human
Rights Commission of Sri Lanka. In addition, PAFFREL hopes to seek justice
on violations of election laws through post-election petitions and fundamental
rights cases. Special investigations are being carried out especially in respect
of the incidents of entertaining voters and cases of offering bribes. The Right
to Information Act has been a great help in pursuing these investigations

Complaints and their effectiveness

Of the complaints received so far by PAFFREL regarding violations of
election laws and illegal activities, 229 were referred to the Complaints
Settlement Unit of the Election Commission and to the respective State
institutions. Successful results have been achieved in respect of 22 of these
referrals.

Complaints received

From March 3, 2020 to July 14, 2020, the Elections Complaints
Management Unit has received 761 complaints through long term observers
and other sources. The highest number of complaints was received from
Batticaloa district, the number of complaints received was 109. The second
highest number of complaints was received from Kurunegala district; The
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number of complaints received was 83. The third highest number of
complaints of 58, was received from Puttalam district. The lowest number of
5 complaints was received from Nuwara Eliya and Moneragala districts. Of
the total complaints received from all districts, 33 were complaints of
violations of the law relating to serious acts of violence, 58 complaints are
violations of laws relating to the use of State power and property and officials
and 686 complaints were in respect of violations of election laws.

Special incidents reported

It was reported that the Sri Lanka Railways (SLR) had recruited 22
female security guards on June 15 and detailed them for training. It was later
revealed that the approval had been obtained from the Election Commission
for the recruitment, but without submitting proper information to the
Commission. Following this revelation, the Election Commission had
informed the SLR to suspend the recruitments on July 13. As informal
recruitment like this tend to promote the interests of certain political parties at
the polls, it is stressed that all public officials should understand the essence
of the directives issued by the Elections Commission rather than subtly
bypassing them, and extend their support to ensure a free and fair election.

Also, a large number of leaflets promoting Rajaputra Weerasinghe,
Samagi Balawegaya candidate of Kurunegala District, have been distributed
in the Wariyapola area announcing that prizes will be distributed among
those who complete the leaflets- selecting the winners through a raffle drawn
on the duly completed leaflets. As the acts of this nature constitute an offence
amounting to bribery, we urge the public to refrain from supporting or
contributing to them.

A report has been received that Mahipla Herath, the Governor of the
North Central Province had attended a meeting of the District
Action Committee to prevent the spread of coronavirus in Polonnaruwa on
July 13, wearing a mask marked with the Pohottuwa logo, the symbol of a
political party contesting the election. This act of the governor is a violation of
election laws; we discern it as an act having an influence on government
officials particularly when the postal voting was just around the corner.

Also, there have been reports of some transfers and promotions
effected and launch of development projects during the election season,
aimed at promoting political parties. In particular, a large number of
promotions and transfers have been effected in the Police Department during
the election season. PAFFREL has inquired from the National Police
Commission in this regard.

While emphasizing the need for public officials to abide by the orders
and circulars issued by the Election Commission in such matters, we wish to
stress that it is not just the political parties and the candidates who are to be
blamed and that it is essential that the public officials also should abide by the
law.



Special observations

Non adherence to the Covid 19 health guidelines by many candidates
during their campaign rallies has been a common feature observed during the
monitoring of election campaigns. It has been observed that the guidelines on
social distancing and the maximum distance limit were not being followed
even at election rallies held by the leaders of major political parties. It has
been stated on several occasions that the “Guidelines of Director General of
Health Services on holding of elections in the Covid 19 pandemic situation”
will be drafted in such a manner giving them legal effect and publishing them
in the Gazette; yet, it has not been done so far. Despite Postal voting having
started, none of the major political parties have released their election
manifesto or the policy statement yet. At the same time, there is no indication
about launching a program of action for the knowledge of the public in the
speeches delivered on political platforms except for criticizing and attacking
the past activities of the other political parties.

Similarly, a relative drop in the level of violence has been observed
which is highly commended. It has also been observed that the candidates are
not pleased about the Election Commission’s decision to strictly implement
the laws related to election campaigns. PAFFREL does not approve the unfair
accusations leveled against the Elections Commission and acknowledges the
responsibility of the Commission to enforce the laws enacted by Parliament.
However, PAFFREL is of the view that it is appropriate to relax certain
restrictions on maintaining election propaganda offices.

An Appeal

The parliamentary election being a basic requirement of democracy, we
urge the postal voters and the other voters to exercise their voting right
despite the pandemic situation while exercising all health guidelines issued
by the Ministry of Health. PAFFREL will endeavour to extend its fullest
support to the Election Commission and the institutions of health sector in
order to ensure the safety of health at polling stations. In particular, PAFFREL
urges all voters to consider the March 12 criteria when selecting their
representatives at the parliamentary elections.



